Course code : ARCH 42424

Course title : Ancient Technology
Type : Core
Pre requisites : None

Learning Outcome:

Students will be given an adequate knowledge on key concepts and methods in ancient
technological studies and thorough understanding about the various aspects of ancient Sri
Lankan technology specially, in comparison with South Asian technologies and possibility
of applied archaeological approach is given a special attention.

Content:

Technology and human society. Techno culture. Explaning the invention and diffusion of
technology in the world. Methodologies for understsnding ancient technology.
Experimental archeology. Applied archaeology. Significance of ancient South Asian
technology. Prehistoric tool technology in Sri Lanka. Stone technology of historical periods.
Pottery technology Iron and steel technology. Technological aspects in construction of
traditional houses and storage facilities. Technology of masonary works. Landscaping and
gardening technologies. Technologies associated with traditional art and craft including
masks, brass, textile, Jewellary, laksha, weaving; vory, wooden works and so on.
Technological aspects of ancient and traditional medicine. Traditional methods connected
with subsistence strategies such as agriculture, animal husbandry, fishery and hunting.

Teaching and Learning Methods: Lectures, field study, laboratory work

Scheme of Evaluation: 80% of written examination 20% for assignment
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