
Semester II 
 
Course code     : ARCH 22414 

Course title      : Paleography and Epigraphy  

Type                  : Core 

Pre requisites  : None 

 
 
Leaning Outcome: 
Paleography and epigraphy course has been aimed at being familiar with reading and 
interpreting ancient inscriptions in Sri Lanka and India. It is expected to give a comprehensive 
knowledge on writing systems and their development in global and local perspectives. 
 
Content: 
Importance of the epigraphical studies in archaeology. Various types of writing systems in the 
world. Origin and development of writing systems. Spread of writing systems in the world. The 
origin of the alphabet. The origin of the brahmi script. Beginning of writing in Sri Lanka. The 
early Brahmi Script  of Sri Lanka and it’s development in to the Sinhala script. The content, 
grammer and phonetic of the Brahmi inscriptions of Sri Lanka. A detailed study in to the selected 
later Brahmi inscriptions, Sigiri graffiti, inscriptions of the Polonnaruwa and post Polonnararuwa 
periods. Tamil inscriptions of Sri Lanka. A detailed study into the selected later brahimi 
inscriptions and post Polonnaruva periods. Tamil inscriptions of SriLanka Colonial inscriptions 
of Sri Lanka. An introduction to plam leaf manuscrips Studies on the Asoka edicts and some 
selected epigraphs of the Indian subcontinent. 
 
Teaching and Learning Methods: Lectures, discussions, seminars and project work. 

 

Scheme of Evaluation: 80℅ of written examination 20℅ for assignment 
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