
Course code     : ARCH 32414 

Course title      : Prehistory and Proto-history of South Asia  

Type                  : Core 

Pre requisites  : None 

 
Learning Outcome: 
students will obtain  a comprehensive knowledge on prehistory and proto-history of South Asia. 
 
Contents: 
History of pre and proto historic studies in South Asia. Geological time scales of South Asia and 
Sri Lanka. Evolution of species and environmental changes in South Asia. Paleolithic, mesolithic 
and neolithic cultures in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh. Origins of pottery, 
agriculture, animal husbandary and settled life in South Asia. Prehistoric art, technology and 
mortuary practices in Indian subcontinent. Detailed study on prehistory of Sri Lanka. 
 
Teaching and Learning Methods: Lectures, Field study, Projects 
 
Scheme of Evaluation: 80℅ for written examination and 20℅ for assignment 
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Cambridge university press, Cambridge.  
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05. Allchin, F.R (1995) The Archaeology of Early Historic South Asia, 
Cambridge University press, Cambridge. 
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